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1. At the SVP party rally, neld in Bolzano on 9 and 10 Februsry, the new Di-
rectorate of the party was elected by some 550 delegates representing the
72,000 inscribed party members. The proceedings were fully reported in
the local press. Unreported however, was a major erisis within the leader-
ship of the party, which is reflected in the changes in the party directorate,

2. In the election of the new Directorete of the SVP a clash occurred between
the more nationslistic elements, who demand & much more energstic policy
in relations with Italy and the liberal elements, who favor moderaticm and
a conclliatory attitude toward the Italiaps. A ocompromise solution was
f11ally adopted, whereby the Presidency of the party remained in the bhands
of a representative of the liberal group, while a much stronger repreaenta-
tion in the Céntral Gmmittee and other high posts was secured by the Na~
tionalist group. (Comment: A stronger and more positive poliey may there-
fore be expected, especially as the President was foreced by the wood of the.

elegates 1o commit himself to such a policy at the party rally. On the

pther hand, thers is a poseibility that incessant frietion between the re-
presuntatives of the two groups will lead to a weakening, rather than
trengthening, of the party Directorate.)
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ring the weeks preceding the party rally dissatisfaction with the leaders
the SVP had been steadlly mounting throughout South Tirel. 1Im many paris
the Province, and particularly in the Pustertal, the party had fallem
into disrepute. The Duth Tirolese have to date seen no tangible results

f the Paris Agreement of 5 September. On the other hand they witness daily
the continued "Italianization® poliey of the Italian Authorities, and the

1d Itelian abuses and repressive methods, In their disillusionmant the
uth Tirclese have come to blame certain of their own leaders for the pre-
gent. unchanged situation. Charges of unjustifiable weakness and, in some
cages, of betrayal of the South Tirol caumse for personal interests have been
preferred against the leaders in Bolzamo, ’
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4. This "opposition® within the party is centered in Bressanone and the Pustertal,
and is led primarily by the clergy, hax the backing of the great majority of
the conservative peasants and is far more widespread than is generally assumed

in Bolzamo,
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is ne doudt, however, that these two
attitude. Both are skeptical of the walue of the Paris Agresmnt, and
have little feith that Austria, the vestern democraeies, or UWN will be
able to exert effsctive pressure on Italy. They are pessimists, snd
mmmtummm&mrmmwumumw
of the Italians. For this reason they attach considersble importance
::’ -mtd?h:g the friendliest possible relutions with the Italian Au-
rities,

A fow weeks ago a pamphlet, attacking Erdich Amonn, was distributed im
South Tirol. 4s it calls for "a Catholie Perty Direction for the Catholie
people of South Tirol*, it was believed in Bolsamo that Bressamone oiwurch
¢ircles were responsible for it. In fact its author was a certain lerr
Relchegger of Bressanone, a fanatical South Tirolese patriot, who re-
cently distinguished himself by breeking up = meeting of the "Edelweiss®
mvensnt in Bressancme. At the sume time there is no doubt that eburch
circles applauded Reiohegger's inftiative ond mumerous South Tirolese
prieste have openly expressed their conviction that “only g Catholie

party can save South Tirol®,

Nost populer of the SVR leaders among the opposition are Drs. Tinal and
von Guggenberg, Baron Stermbech and Canon Gamper. Since Dr. Tinal was
conpromised as & result of his role during the Haai oscupation of South
Tirol, the opposition chose Or. von Guggenberg as their leader. ‘They
}lanned to olect his as Secretary-General of the party inm place of Rafe»
rolmr.andtouphmuombyth-agedmduniveruuyremctodam-
plon of South Tirel, Baron Sternbach,

( : Dr. Volgger was also considered as a possible leader
of opposition, He enjoys great prestige amor;, the BESSLS,
and has the reputation of & "fighter®. I is rejectad, however,
bychurchemhouingtoamrkofhhndommnm:p
when he told the prelates of Bressanons that “he would enter
inte & pact with the muhmthwmthmw
seTve the cause of South Tirol." Other meabers of the oppositionm
have distrusted him of late becsuss of his unconceslecd sdniretion
for, and support of, Amomn.)

Both Guggenberg and Sternbach were’ prepired to scocept the rolss which the
opposition had asaigned to them. Sternbseh required persuading btut Gug.
Zenberg, e wan of prlitiend ckebition, . accepted willingly, uoublless honing
ta be lorn eloft on the wave of eoprosition,
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Jority of their backers. They feel thet this is me time for. pessi-
mists and defsatists to lead the perty, thct the South Teroless should
stand up for their rights much more snergotically, that thay sbould re-
mwrmmeuum»mmcmmm
Tights and should conasquently insist on its spplicstion with the us-
wet resolution. Mmﬂnmhmoptm:tiemm
possibility of active support from Austria und the backing of the west-
orn democracies, and particularly of England, On the other hend they
do mot believe in an exclusively Catholie party ,because they realise
the isportence of the eollaboretion of the 1ibersl elemsnts. They are
opposed to drastic measures - at any rate for the time being, although
both realise thut the day will come when drastic neasures will heve to
be taken, and that they must be prepared for it, They further believe
that, although firmmess 1s called for, it is too 1y yet to give wp
& oertain eoncilistory atiitude toward the Italians.

In brief, the essential difference betweenm the two groups may be sum-
msTised as follows: Amomm and Raffeiner are mot "fightere®, The dip-
11lusionment which they have suffared during the past two years has
made them pessimists, and they feel that prodably the only chence for
the South Tirvlese lies in their povers of parsuading the Italians to s
seo reason. As a result their basie attitude is negetive. Guggenberg
and his friends are fighters, optimists, and essentially positive in
their aititude, -

After ssveral veeks of canvassing and intrigues, the Central Committes
of the SVP met on 6 Pebruary to drew up a 1ist of candidates for the new
Directorate for sudmission to the perty om 9 and 10 February. Present
rere all the district leaders of the SVP, except the most likely eandi-
dates for the highest posts, who were merely called in from time to tize
1o answer questions. 1The Committee sat behind closed doors throughout
the day, and it was not wuntil lets in the afternoon that they resched a
comproxise solution.

At the beginning of the day Amonn informed the Committee that he hed de-
cided not to run for President in vier of the opposition ageinst hin,
Relchegger's pamphlet, however, had exactly the opposite effect to the
one expected. It won fordmonn a certain sympathy among the meabers of
the Central Committes, who deplored its wnfzir insinuetions. Aporm,
sensing ihis sympathy, expressed his willingness to renssume the Presi-
dency if asked to do eo. He defended his own views most ably, stressing
bis convietion that astute bargaining and diplomaey were better reapons
than 2 futile shew of force, He took the wind out of the seils of his
critics by sharply attacking the weaklings and pessimiste. In support
of his com views he reported that the British Gonsul in Bolsano, ir.
i.elbore Kerr, had strongly advised the retention of himself and Raffeinsr
and the more moderute course which they represented.

Awomn is an extremely clever and econvineing speaker, and before the day
was out he had won over the majority of the Central Committes. Only the
Puatertal delegates still opposed his candidature.

In one point he failed. Realis that Guggenberg was the most likely
choice ?:r the post of Socreuryh_!-gomnl,uge auggrsstod the abolition of
this post, and the appointment of two Deputy Presidents, one of whom
should be simultaneously Chief Executive Officer. The Central Comnittee,
however, rejected this suggestion,
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16, The finsl recomsendations of the Central Commit .ee wave:

President Erich Awonn, .
Lst Deputy President Josef ilas-Popp,

Znd Deputy President Ir. Friedl Volgger

Secretary-Genersl Pr. von Guggenberg.

In sddition the Central Cosmittee presented a list of twemty furthar csn-
didstes for thas ten members of the Cemtyal Committes, emd their four sub-
stitutes, to be elected st the party rally.

LURCTIET I 1

17. Neither of the two groups was eatisfied with this compromise. Asomm openly
expressed his fears thut the divergencies between himself apd Guggenberg
would lead to & fetal lack of unity in the direction of ths party. Guggen-
berg had the sume fears, as he was convinced that Amonn would persist in
his "megative™ policy. Ome of the Fustertal delegatea, u priest, stated
that he found the solution so unsetisfactory that it wes possible that

_ the Church would withdraw its support of the party. However, after long
private discusaions all groups decided to give the solution s chance, aad
there was sven 8 certein optimism that the team of Amwn-Giggenberg, if
it could reach an understanding, might well produce the ideal middle policy
for the circumstences.

18. The crisis, however, flared up agein an the evening of 9 Februury - the -
rirst day of the party rally - at a confidential sesaiomn of the Cential
Comuittee, at which Amonn suggested thet the Seeretary-General was only
an “official " of the party and as such should be appointed by the Centrul
Committes rather than elected at the purty rally. At this Gugrenberg ane
pounced his intention of resigning; vhereupon Amomm steted that he too
vould resign. Both protagonists then expluined their individuml stund-
points. In particulir, Guggenberg atressed thut he was not a radical,
but that he did believe in a fur rore positive policy. The South Tirolese
mst make it cleer to the Itmlians, thet, if necesaary, they would fight
for their rights. Tslk of the vworthlessneas of the Paris Agreement must
cease, Action must be taken to mobilize world public opinion, and parti-
cularly the support of the many influential friends of South Tirol abroad.

19. The opsn exchange of views did much to clear the sir, and at the end botb
Asonn and Guggenberg agreed to accept the posts assigned to them by the
Central Committee. Ammn further agreed that the Secretary-General should
be slected at the party rally.

20. On the following morning, however, ‘fmomm went back on his rord, end at the
very beginning of the party rally proposed & restlution that the Secretary-
Genersl should be sppointed by the Central Committee. He put his resolution
to the vote without allowing any discussion, tnd the majority of the dele-
gatas, not realiszing what was at stake, expressed approval of it.

21. Throughout the rest of the day, and perticulsrly Juring the opsn discussion
of the future policy of the party, Amonn repestedly stressed his viswpoint of
of moderation combined with firmness, and further undermined ths oppositioa
by repeated attacks aguinat what he termed the weaklings. The sentiments
~hich he expressed so exsactly correaponded with the mood of his audience
thet he secured s tremendous success.

22, Vhen it came to the elections, Amonn was returned #s President with 62,58/
voles against 357. lenz-Popp was in turn elected First Deputy President
with 60,578 votes aguinst 2,160; Dr. Yolpgger Second Jeputy President with

61,418 votes against 729, SR q L
Tyl oogn i 4 a‘,[\
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Onr the other hund, Guggenberg headed the members of the Central Committee
with 62,022 votes, Buron Sternbach nas second, vhile Reffeiner only just
got in at ninth place.

23. According to reports Amonn was cleurly delighted at his sucoess, which be
hid scarcely expected, tut expressed regret th-t Raffeinsr hud been treated
80 hurshly. He is said to distrust Guggenberg, believing that he aspired
to the position of President and is too hot-headed. Apparently, Amoman,
who is somewhut of ap sutocrat, would like a "yes-man® for Secretary-Gen-
eral, vho would execute his policy faithfully. Guggenberg is reported
to be the more embittered of the two. His distrust of Awomn was naturally
increascd as a result of the ineident concerning the appointment of the
Secrutary-General. He fesls that Zmonn is determined to continue his
*pnegutive” policy, snd foresees trouble as he himself has no intentionm
of playing the role of & "yes-man". Ibth, however, agree that in the
interests of South Tirol they must seek a basis for understanding.

omment:

1. Asonn scored a tremendous personal vietery against strong opposi-

tion, us the result of his sstute handling of the party rally.

It is certeiny howsver, thut the strong line to whieh he com-
mitted himself in his speeches, and which largely explaeins his
suscess, is nainly attributable to the spposition., Amonn is a
man who swims with the tide, and there is no doubt that the op-
position gained a considersble vietory in foreing hir to commit
himself in the way he did.,

2. The appointment of Volgger as Second Deputy President strengthens
the representution of the oppositiont's viewpoint in the Directorate
of the party. Menz-Popp is somewhut of & nonentity and was merely
eslected First Deputy President in recognition of his pust services
to South Tirol. In practice Volg er will be Amonn's deputy. Volg-
ger's own position todey lies bstween the two groups, although at
heart he sympathizes morewith the opposition. He has alwuys advo-
cated a strong poliey - with the use of force, if neecessary - and
is likely to conitinue to do so; at the same time he is a realist
and as such realizes thut in the present aituation diplomacy may be
the better weupon. This explains bis support of Amomnm.

3. The fact that Guggenberg headed the list of the elected wembers of
the Central Committee with over 62,000 votes, thut Stermbach was
second, while Raffsiner (although fifth on the Central Committeel's
pro;osed list of ecandidutes) only secured ninth plece, reflects
the strength of the opposition.

4. The opposition is much more strongly represented in the new Direc-
torcte, particulurly as Dr. Tinzl and Canon Gamper (who are among
the most influentisl mombers of the unofficial "Aetion Committee™)
both share the opposition's viewpoint. A stronger and more positive
policy may therefors be expected. On the other heand, it is posgidble
thut the differences betveen Amonn und Guggenberg will lead to in-
cessunt frictlom in the new Directorate, and so to a further crisis,
vhich could only be resolvad by the resignation of one of them.

List of Successful Candidates
’ :
Erich Amonn 62,584 votes
Baron Sternbach 249
Josef Menz-Popp 108
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List of Succesoful Candidates (Cont'd)

Eirst Deputy Presidegt:
‘ Josef Yenz-Popp 60,578 votes

Dr. Volgger 76
Herr Strobl 1,344
Dr. v. Guggenberg 100

Second Deputy President:
Dr. Friedl Volgger 61,418
Josef Menz-Popp 415
Dr. v. Guggenberg 206
Erieh Amomm 108

Centre] Comnittee Xembers: ,
Dr. v. Guggenberg 62,022
Frh. Paul v. Sternbach,
Heinrich Puff, '

Sotriffer Anton,
Dr. Silvius Magnagoe,
talter Nollinger,
Dietl Hans,

Karl Heiss,

Dr. Josef Raffeiner,
Lageder Alois.

Substitubes:

Dr. Luis Sand,
Steger Ldusrd,
Trafojer Anton,
Dr. Franz Losch,
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